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Dunn v. Blumstein:  Litigation Experiences and Lessons 
 

I plan to discuss my experiences in successfully bringing Dunn v. Blumstein, 405 U.S. 330 (1972), 

and the lessons I want to share from that experience.  The case challenged Tennessee’s one-year 

in-state durational residency for voter registration and Tennessee’s 90-day in-county durational 

residency for voter registration. In 1972, the Supreme Court (on a vote of 6-1) held both durational 

residency requirements unconstitutional as a violation of equal protection.  The system of voter 

registration was considered by the Court a sufficient guard against voter fraud, allowing the Court 

to invalidate the durational residency requirements – justified as protecting against voter fraud -- 

as an unnecessary restriction on the franchise.   

My recollection is that Census data showed that about 3.3% of persons moved interstate each year 

and another 3.3% of persons moved from county to county.  So, that indicates that about 6.6% of 

potential voters were disenfranchised each year as a result of the durational residency 

requirements.  I believe, therefore, that Dunn v. Blumstein likely enfranchised more voters than 

any other single case. 

An important take-away is that taking claims of voter fraud seriously is important. Providing 

credible and effective safeguards against voter fraud allows for courts and policymakers to undo 

unnecessary voting restrictions that are targeted at voter fraud but that can be relaxed when other, 

serious safeguards against voter fraud are in place.  






